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dates. In 1849, after the Union, a consolidating Act was passed applying to both 
Upper and Lower Canada, and the B.N.A. Act assigned the granting of patents 
exclusively to the Parliament of Canada. The Dominion Patent Act of 1869 repealed 
the provincial Acts and has formed the basis of all succeeding legislation. 

Letters patent are now issued subject to the provisions of c. 150, R.S.C., 1927 
(as amended by c. 4, 1928, c. 34, 1930, c. 21, 1932, and c. 32, 1935), and application 
for protection relating to patents should be addressed to the Commissioner of 
Patents, Ottawa, Canada. 

The growth of Canadian inventions* is shown by the fact that the number of 
applications and total fees increased each year without a break from the beginning 
of the present century until the fiscal year ended Mar. 31, 1913, when 8,681 applica
tions were received and the total fees amounted to $218,125. In the fiscal year ended 
Mar. 31, 1938, there were 10,950 applications, with fees amounting to $367,127, as 
shown in Table 21. Of the patents for 1938, 5,354 or 70 p.c. were issued to United 
States inventors, 647 to Canadians and 668 to residents of Great Britain and 
Ireland, while Germany with 432, France with 152, Holland with 121, and 
Sweden with 62 followed in the number of inventors to whom patents were 
issued. Applications for patents were distributed over the whole field of invention, 
but progress was specially noteworthy in the chemical and electrical arts. In the 
chemical field the development of new artificial resins continued with polyvinyl 
acetal resins receiving particular attention. The treatment of hydrocarbon oils for 
the production of motor fuels, aromatics and unsaturated hydrocarbons was very 
active. The production of artificial hormones as well as improvements in the 
processes of extracting them from natural substances increased and much attention 
has been given to the production of concentrates of vitamins and protamine insulin. 
There were advances in the development of plastic materials and coating composi
tions from synthetic resins and cellulosic materials. 

In the electrical art, television continues to be given the greatest amount 
of attention. In cathode ray tubes the most noteworthy inventions have been 
the development of electron multiphers for larger amplification, for greater amounts 
of power, and for the intensification of optical images. 

•'Invention' means any new and useful art, process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter 
or any new and useful improvement in any art, process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter. 

2©.—Numbers of Canadian Patentees, by Province of Residence, fiscal years 1937-38. 
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